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A Message From the Pastor
The Bible says “Consider it pure joy when you face trials of various kinds” (James
1:2). I confess that I did not consider it “pure joy” when it reached 120 this past
summer. Nor did I consider it “pure joy” when the smoke filled air entered my
lungs. If anything brings joy with the onset of fall it is the clear skies and moderate
temperatures -- not the trials. But the words of James continue to ring in my ears.
As last year, the fall brings lots of questions. A year ago, we had begun to taste prepandemic life, but the taste was short-lived. Many hoped and prayed for a vaccine.
Now we have a vaccine, but the virus does not always respect it. We continue to
struggle in our differences of opinion over masks, mandates, and now vaccines. The
church is not
immune to any of these struggles. How can we consider all this
“pure joy?” It is “pure joy” not because the trials bring pleasure, but because God
goes with us through the trials. It is “pure joy” not because the trials make us happy,
but because the trials make us holy. God never intended that his people feel happy.
That is not the goal of the Christian life, nor is it the goal of the church. No, God’s
intention is that we be made more holy -- more godlike in our lives. And this, well,
this always involves suffering and trials.
We do not like this message, but it is the way God has always worked. The Lord
wants to shape us into people with deep roots. He wants to shape us into people
who reflect Christ to the world -- loving God single-heartedly and single-mindedly
with all our strength, and loving our neighbors as ourselves. God does not call us to
prove that he answers prayer or to conquer earthly trials or to put a smile on our
faces. God calls us so that we might stand as living monuments to God’s grace in the
midst of our trials. It is through the trials that God’s grace and glory shine forth in
our lives to those in the world. Such a witness will prove powerful in a world trying
to cope with suffering. While many will try to escape
suffering and others deny suffering, God’s people embrace suffering, knowing that
it is a temporary predicament preparing us for a far greater weight of glory.
So, when trials come into your life, know that the Lord is with you, know that as you
face them in his grace you will witness to his grace and glory, know that he will use
them to shape you and shape us a congregation into his image bearers.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Dave

Preaching Notes
Martin Luther once quipped that the book of James is a “right strawy epistle.”
It disappointed the great Reformer that James makes little mention of Jesus
Christ, grace, or justification by faith. True enough. What concerned James
was a living faith -- a faith that takes risks, a faith that follows in obedience,
a faith that bleeds and breathes. James did not want to see the Word of God
implanted, yet wither away -- he wanted to see a harvest tenfold. What does
such a harvest look like? What does such a living faith look like? You’ll have
to read James to find out. May the Lord bring about such a harvest in our
own lives, as we submit ourselves to his Word and pray for revival.
Oct. 3 James 2:14-26 Faith that Works
Oct 10 James 3:1-12 Watch Your Tongue
Oct 17 James 3:13-18 Wisdom from Above
Oct 24 James 4:1-12 With Whom Are You Friends?
Oct 31 James 4:13-5:6 What Is Your Life?

From The Board of Deacons
The Board of Deacons oversees the Matthew 25 fund. This is a fund set up years
ago with the specific mandate of Matthew 25:35-37….” For I was hungry and you
gave me food, for I was thirsty and I gave you drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was
in prison and you came to me.” If you know of someone within the church family
or in your circle of friends and neighbors that may be in crisis and have a need,
please contact a Deacon or the church office. There is a simple form for the individual to fill out. This is a ministry of the church that others may not know about
so if you have any questions, contact Dave the Pastor or a Deacon.

Session Summary
Pastor David opened the mee ng with prayer and a reading of Philippians 2: 1‐5.
These verses talk about working in Chris an unity and toward looking out for others.
Verse 2, “then make my joy complete by being like‐minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and purpose.” Verse 4, “Each of you should look not only to your
own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
Session, with legal advice from Chris Moore, is submi ng a tweaked proposal to
Catholic Chari es of Spokane for possible sale of our old youth/ preschool building.
Before any sale of church property could be completed, a vote of the congrega on
would be required. Of course, Session will be communica ng with the congrega on
about ongoing progress and details.
Over the past two months, Session has had many opportuni es to address our
collec ve concerns about the COVID 19 pandemic and the impact the rising number
of cases of the Delta variant has had on our community. Addi onally, with the new
school year beginning and our Kingdom Kids classes star ng, there has been more
scru ny because of the Governor’s mandate that all preschool and school facili es
ensure COVID 19 safety, with vaccine mandates and increased scru ny of safety
protocols and personal protec on.
In the best interest of “loving our neighbor” and caring for our church family, Session
has strongly encouraged everyone that serves in our ministry to be vaccinated. In
respec ng the fact that not all have chosen to do so, we have also authorized that all
members of staﬀ, irrespec ve of vaccina on status, be tested weekly at the church’s
expense, if they are to have contact with congrega on or par cipants in the ministry
during that upcoming week. The reason we provided that exclusion is that there are
the occasional weeks when some of our staﬀ will be working en rely from home and
not be face to face with members, fellow staﬀ, or par cipants in their ministry.
We will con nue to monitor this situa on for the next 6 months and adjust our
tes ng requirements as guided by our experts in Public Health and direc on from
Presbytery. We are asking that all people con nue to prac ce good social hygiene,
social distance, hand washing and mask wearing so that all can a end worship and
ministry confidently and safely.
We appreciate your support and prayers for all through this most challenging me.
Session ‐ September 20, 2021

ABS - Adult Bible Study
CASA - Social Services Training Program
GOM– Grumpy Old Men Bible Study
PEO - Philanthropic Educational Organization
SS - Sunday School
SW - Sunday Worship
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