First Presbyterian Church

FEBRUARY MESSENGER
FROM THE PASTOR
We have journeyed through this pandemic wilderness for nearly a year. No doubt that we will
learn many lessons as we reflect on this wilderness in the years to come. The pandemic, as
terrible as it has been, has also already taught us many lessons. The pandemic has taught
many of us greater patience, compassion, and ingenuity. For others it has become a time to
draw closer to Christ or closer to certain friends and family. It has certainty taught us to
appreciate with greater fervency our need for human touch and in-person interaction. All this
is why I continue to use the wilderness as my chosen Scriptural image for the pandemic. It is
through the wilderness that God teaches his people his most important lessons. It is through
the wilderness that the Lord would shape us into a people who reflect his image into the world.
We begin Lent at the middle of this month. Part of the role of Lent is to draw God’s people
into the wilderness leading to the cross. It is a season to reflect upon our mortality and sin,
and, consequently, our dependence upon the Lord in body and soul. It was, of course, during
Lent that the pandemic wilderness began. In some ways, it feels as though we have yet to
leave the Lenten wilderness. Words we usually reserve for Lent have stayed with us all year:
wilderness, lament, mortality, “dust to dust,” and so on. Our Easter celebrations last year
looked and perhaps even felt far more “Lenten” than “Resurrection.”
Regardless, for the church, we are the people of the Resurrection. Even when the texture and
territory of our lives looks more Lenten, the Resurrection defines us. This is what enables us
to go forward. By his Resurrection and Ascension, the Lord Jesus poured out his Spirit upon
us so that we might begin living the Resurrection life -- the salvation life, the Spirit
empowered life -- now. The season of Lent is meant merely to train us in the art of living in
full dependence upon our Resurrected Lord. As it happens, I think this may be one of the
most important lessons of the pandemic for the people of God. The people of God are a
resurrected people. That is to say a people who value the body and it’s life while also looking
forward in hope to eternal life. We humans do not live on anything less than bread, but nor do
we live on bread alone. May the Lord continue to deepen our understanding of our
dependence on him in body and soul.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Dave

Summary of Session Meeting
● During time of study, Session read and reflected on Mark 1: 14 – 20. In this scripture Jesus
starts his ministry and calls his first disciples, the four fishermen, Simon (Peter), Andrew,
James, and John. They immediately left what they were doing and responded positively to
Jesus’ call. The church is called to the high priority ministry of discipleship. This is not just for
Sunday mornings at worship within the church buildings, but is our calling seven days a week.
● Session gave permission for Union Gospel Mission (UGM) of Spokane to hold planning
meetings in Hendrick Hall if they need it. UGM is starting a presence in the valley to minister
to our LC homeless population. UGM has been a positive Christian ministry to the homeless
for many years in Spokane.
● Session considered how we can use our large financial gift from Betty Miller to support our
church ministry.
● Landscaping of the church courtyard area and around church property will start soon.

Preaching Notes
[I continue to use the Revised Common Lectionary to shape my preaching. Recall that the
Lectionary is a calendar of Scripture readings on a three year cycle. The RCL assigns four
readings to each Lord’s Day -- an Old Testament, a Psalm, a New Testament Letter, and a
Gospel. Ideally, these readings relate to one another. Each year roughly follows the life of
Christ through a particular Gospel.]
For February and much of this year, I will focus on the readings from the Gospel of Mark.
Mark tells the story of Jesus with great urgency (especially from the perspective of Peter),
recognizing that God’s people cannot sit on the sideline and wait to follow our Lord. (I am
greatly indebted to Jim Edwards, whose tutelage and fine commentary, have provided my
understanding of this Gospel.) Mark shows Jesus on the move, always exercising his
authority, forming the church, and moving towards the cross. Two primary questions that
shape Mark’s Gospel: Who is Jesus? What does it mean to follow Jesus? These are the most
important questions that we can ask and we will explore them in the coming weeks.
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